Sample letter 2: Response to knowledge of inappropriate action in relation to infant and young child feeding in emergencies

Dear Director,

I was considering donating your aid agency/I am a past donor to your aid agency. I rang/wrote to your aid agency on ?/?/0? and inquired about your policy and practice in relation to infant and young child feeding in emergencies. I found that your aid agency or organisations with whom you partner inappropriately distributes milk powder/infant formula in emergency situations and does not support breastfeeding. Since I do not wish for my donations to contribute to child mortality, I have decided not to donate/donate any longer to your aid agency. 

I know that your aid agency does lots of good work in other areas and I would ask that you consider changing your practice and implement policies that will maximise the survival of infants and young children in emergencies. There are established guidelines for infant and young child feeding in emergencies, which are supported by organisations such as UNICEF, UNHCR, WHO and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies – the Operational Guidance on Infant and Young Child Feeding in Emergencies (http://www.ennonline.net/ife/ops.html). I would encourage you to integrate these guidelines into your organisations policies and procedures. If you decide to practice in line with these guidelines, I would reconsider donating to you/donating to you again. You may also be interested in the materials that are available for training staff on infant feeding in emergencies that are available for download from (http://www.ennonline.net/ife/category.aspx?catid=5).

Yours faithfully,

………………………

