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EMMA ALBERICI: The military junta in Burma this week has been trumpeting the fact that more than 1500 international aid workers have been granted visas to the country to assist in the rebuilding after Cyclone Nargis.

The Government has been condemned for not allowing workers in 10 weeks ago when the cyclone first struck. They say it might have made a difference to the death toll. 

South East Asia correspondent Karen Percy reports.

KAREN PERCY: In the cyclone-affected areas of Burma, school is back in. Thousands of schools have reopened in the past week and it's in part due to the work of agencies like Save the Children.

Andrew Kirkwood is the organisation's Burma director. 

ANDREW KIRKWOOD: Kids obviously need to continue their eduction but also, because we know that that's the best way to help children deal with the trauma that they experienced, getting kids into a routine, into some sense of normalcy, we know is extremely good for their mental as well as physical security. So we've been focusing on that.

KAREN PERCY: Children have been among the most vulnerable victims of Cyclone Nargis. Some are orphaned. Some are still hoping to be reunited with their families.

Experts say the cyclone will have a long-term effect on many of Burma's youngest citizens, but for babies, even now, it could be fatal.

Andrew Kirkwood again.

ANDREW KIRKWOOD: In every community we go to there are children, young infants who have separated from their mothers and who are not being breastfed at the moment. And we know that if we don't find other women to breastfeed these kids soon, that they are likely not to survive the next few months.

KAREN PERCY: Under the guidance of the Association of South East Asian Nations and the United Nations there's been an influx of foreign expertise in recent weeks.

Those aid workers will be able to provide valuable assistance on the ground for the rebuilding efforts. But they're also providing much needed relief for the Burmese aid workers who were forced to carry the load for so long - people like Save the Children's Andrew Kirkwood.

ANDREW KIRKWOOD: Yes, our house was very badly damaged in the cyclone but of course I mean I have the resources to find alternate accommodation.

I think the story really is about all of those Burmese people who have been very badly affected by the storm and have put that aside and decided to really dedicate themselves to helping other people. And I'm incredibly proud of our staff who have done that.

KAREN PERCY: Has there been a shift do you think in the mindset of the junta realising what the development programs over the past decade or more have done, in building up this Burmese local population who is at least capable of dealing with it in some way?

Do you think the junta might see this now as a positive and make it easier for the likes of Save the Children?

ANDREW KIRKWOOD: We certainly hope so. I think that one of the reasons Save the Children was able to respond so quickly was that we did have 500 national staff in the country. And I think that certainly in some parts of the Government we're getting recognition for what we've been doing.

KAREN PERCY: As yet there is no clear idea of how long it will take to rebuild after the cyclone and at what cost. Aid agencies know they're dealing with long-term projects after disasters like this. With Burma's stubborn military junta, it will be even more so.

This is Karen Percy in Bangkok reporting for The World Today.

