Breastfeeding corners : a supportive environment for breastfeeding mothers with low birth weight babies

In 1998 in western Tanzania, Baby Friendly strategies were applied and support to all lactating mothers was provided, in refugee camps where some 83,000 Burundian Hutus were sheltering.
Breastfeeding corners, built of poles and plastic sheeting, were erected as close as possible to the maternity units in the refugee camps. Straw mats were spread on the plastic sheet flooring for the mothers to sit on. As much as possible, efforts were made not to make it look very different from their home environment. Necessary equipment such as cups, jugs, buckets, basins to bathe babies, weighing scales and so on were acquired. Breastfeeding information materials in the appropriate language were provided for use in the "corners". Specially trained breastfeeding corner assistants collaborated closely with the community workers and the feeding programme staff. Promoting exclusive breastfeeding among the low birth weight infants, the corners provided support to all lactating mothers as soon as possible after giving birth.
Source: Tanzania Baby Friendly Refugee Camps, by Zohra Lukmanji, IBFAN Africa News, September/October 1998
