Email sent December 2004 – from UNICEF NYHQ
Dear Friends:

It has come to our attention that many NGOs are requesting donations of

dried milk powder for Tsunami victims. In such conditions, this may not be

advisable: the lack of availability of potable water, the bacterial load of

such powders under these conditions, and the ambient lactase deficiency

combine to create a scenario where dried milk powders are potentially

dangerous.

Please consider sharing the messages contained in the attached reminder/

message sent by Nutrition Section Chief Rainer Gross to UNICEF Country

Offices if this issue arises:

"Dear Colleague:

In light of the Tsunami disaster that has hit primarily the Asian

populations, the Nutrition Section would like to remind you that donations

of powder milk carry special concerns. Given poor infrastructure and living

conditions in emergencies, and in other settings in need, all necessary

measures must be taken to ensure the safe use of any donation. Lack of

potable water and lactose-intolerance means that the use of powdered milks

can in fact lead to increased risk of diarrhoeal disease and increased risk

of fatalities amongst children.

1.      Peoples of Asia have high levels of lactose intolerance, i.e.,

drinking increased quantities of milk can cause diarrhoea.

2.  Breastmilk substitutes, including Dried Skim Milk (DSM), should NEVER

be part of a general distribution

3.      Milks can be distributed if they are not given as a single

commodity but are mixed with a milled staple food.  (See section 6.2 of

Annex 1: Infant and Young Child Feeding in Emergencies,

http://www.ennonline.net/ife/ifeops.html)

4.      All products should be labeled in accordance with the International

Code of Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes (i.e. describing health

messages and instructions printed using local languages).

5.  Systems must be in place to monitor the distribution and use of the

product, and to monitor health impacts.

In addition,

6.   Donations of any kind should not be accepted from manufacturers that

violate the International Code of Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes.

7.      Any unauthorized appearance of the UNICEF logo alongside that of a

corporation, organisation or individual should be reported immediately to

PSD, while the corporation, organisation or individual in question should

be asked to stop this inappropriate behaviour immediately.

8.      If breastmilk substitutes are distributed by any donor, their

distribution and use should be carefully monitored by trained staff.

Sincerely,

Miriam
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Senior Advisor, Infant and Young Child Feeding and Care
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