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Click Here Salada Somo, 30, said the drenching rain simply washed

away fields that had been too dry to grow maize and
sorghum anyway. Her youngest of four children, 2-year-old Habiba, has suffered the most
from the lack of food, Somo said.

"If I did not come here my child would die," Somo said as her daughter was examined by a
nurse for Action Against Hunger, also known by its French name Action Contre la Faim,
which operates the clinic. The nurse placed a whimpering Habiba in a small sling to be
weighed on a hanging scale.

At 6.3 kilograms (14 pounds), she was half the normal weight for a 2-year-old. Her ribs were
protruding and her eyes sunken. Any tinier, she would have been too fragile to hang in the
sling. A nurse would have had to put her in a red bucket to hang on the scale.
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"l would look at Habiba and see that her sickness is getting worse, so | couldn't be happy, |
couldn't sleep," Somo said, her head wrapped in a black scarf.

Somo's three other children, ages 5, 8 and 10, are able to eat the sorghum her family gets
from aid agencies and so are not starving. Habiba couldn't keep it down.

Vanessa Cagnion, the nurse in charge of the general nutrition program at the clinic, said
there are 24 inpatients, most of them children under 5. Since the facility opened in March,
the group has treated more than 600 people there and during weekly trips outside the town.

"When they come here their metabolism is upside down, they are very irritable, very weak, of
course. The first week is always a bit sensitive," Cagnion said. Fewer than 10 children
undergoing treatment at the clinic have died since March, she said.

Mohamed, whose baby Rukia wears the wooden beads, said Rukia's twin sister died several
weeks ago but Rukia was gaining weight at the clinic.

Sitting on a green mat covered by a mosquito net, Mohamed said her daughter has already
put on 1.5 kilograms (3 pounds) to reach nearly 3 kilograms (6.6 pounds).

The baby's target weight: 3.5 kilograms (7.7 pounds).
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