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Introduction

Workstream 1

T
he Emergency Nutrition Network (ENN) 
is a UK charity, set up in 1996, that works 
with programmers, policy-makers and 
researchers to strengthen know-how 

and evidence to overcome malnutrition. Our 
vision is that every individual caught up in a 
nutritional emergency, or suffering from malnu-
trition anywhere in the world, gets the most 
effective help possible. We are based in the UK 
but work globally and are made up of a team of 
technical experts in nutrition with decades of 
collective experience in the field. 

We work alongside governments, the United 
Nations (UN), non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) or charities, and research institutions 
worldwide to look critically at existing practices, 
raise awareness of issues and drive change so that 
those working to tackle malnutrition can do the 
best possible job. Recognising that field staff are 
often cut off from technical support, we connect 
those delivering programmes on the ground with 

ENN’s outputs and activities

Core principles guiding ENN’s work

people working at international level in policy, 
guidance and research, providing invaluable access 
to cutting-edge developments. We are trusted to 
highlight difficulties and gaps in the nutrition 
sector due to our extensive technical experience 
and expertise and because we operate from a 
neutral, impartial standpoint.

What we do
At ENN, we concentrate our efforts on reducing 
malnutrition in countries that are unstable, either 
due to conflict or due to natural disasters such 
as drought. We also focus on countries that are 
stable but have very high numbers of malnour-
ished people. We implement our activities accord-
ing to three major workstreams.

Workstream 1: Experience sharing, 
knowledge management (KM) 
and learning
This includes our core products – Field Exchange, 
Nutrition Exchange and en-net – as well as embedded  

KM within two key global nutrition fora (the 
Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) movement and the 
Global Nutrition Cluster (GNC)).

Workstream 2: Information and 
evidence on under-researched 
nutrition issues
This comprises our research and review work on 
filling gaps in the evidence base for improved 
nutrition policy and programming.

Workstream 3: Discussion, 
cooperation and agreement
This is made up of a range of activities for discuss-
ing and building agreement and consensus on 
key nutrition issues. It includes our participa-
tion in and hosting of meetings, our activities as 
facilitator of the Infant Feeding in Emergencies 
(IFE) Core Group and our participation in the 
development of training materials and guid-
ance, including normative guidance.

Independence and impartiality Driven by network Evidence and experiential learning

We are not bound by the views or 
positions of any particular agency 
or institution. Opinions expressed 
are based on available evidence 
and learning.

Our network is made up of practitioners, policy-makers 
and finance decision makers; those concerned with 
systems and architecture; and academia. By supporting 
these networks, we make a unique contribution to policy, 
research and practice. 

We believe that policy and practice should be 
informed by strong evidence and experiential 
learning that actively disseminates these 
within its network. We generate new evidence 
where needed.
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Field Exchange (FEX)
www.ennonline.net/fex

Field Exchange is our flagship publication, an estab-
lished technical publication on nutrition and food 
security in emergencies and high-burden contexts. 
The editorial team actively supports authors to 
‘unpack’ and document detailed learning that is 
then shared worldwide. Three routine editions 
were published this year and a short concept 
note was finalised that reframes Field Exchange’s 
direction to maximise the potential for influence 
on policy, programming and research and secure 
wider buy-in from stakeholders as they take 
greater ownership of the publication.

Issue 57 (March 2018): For the second year running, 
a special section on the key outputs of Action 
Against Hunger’s Research for Nutrition Conference 
held in November 2016 was featured. This section 
was introduced in an editorial by Action Against 
Hunger and included eight research articles and 
summaries of two panel discussions. 

Issue 58 (September 2018): This issue featured a 
special section on the management of at-risk moth-
ers and infants under six months, covering experi-
ences of community-based management of at-risk 
mothers and infants (C-MAMI) programming in Bang-
ladesh and Ethiopia, management of at-risk mothers 
and infants (MAMI) programming in Rwanda and 

http://www.ennonline.net/fex
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research on the cost-effectiveness of the C-MAMI 
tool. This issue also brought together several pieces 
of original research, including on the integration of 
nutrition messaging into a gender violence care 
group programme by Samaritan’s Purse in Niger.

Issue 59 (January 2019): This issue featured four field 
articles, including an article by Concern Worldwide 
on strengthening health systems to support high 

impact nutrition interventions in Nairobi County, 
Kenya, and an article on quality improvement of 
severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in patient manage-
ment facilities in India by Action Against Hunger.  
This issue also provided ENN with the opportunity 
to introduce developments in itsision for a new 
era of Field Exchange, including streamlining and 
more closely curating print content, more research 
snapshots, greater use of online content, more 

thematic sections and identification of critical 
themes through stakeholder consultation.

Other key activities undertaken this year included 
the development of a French language section 
of our website, an ENN-wide citation review and 
user survey, and planning and content devel-
opment for our 60th edition of Field Exchange 
due to be published next year.

Nutrition Exchange (NEX)
www.ennonline.net/nex

Nutrition Exchange is a biannual ENN publica-
tion that contains short, easy-to-read articles on 
nutrition programme experiences and learning 
from countries with a high burden of malnutrition 
and countries that are prone to crisis. It is geared 
towards a national and sub-national audience.  

Most content is written by national actors engaged 
in nutrition-specific and nutrition-sensitive 
programming, supported by our regional and 
global staff. Nutrition Exchange does not assume 
prior technical knowledge of nutrition but aims 
to provide useful content for all those involved in 
nutrition policy and programming. All issues are 
published in English, Arabic, French and Spanish.

Issue 10 (July 2018): This issue was a milestone for 
Nutrition Exchange. Reaching double figures served 
to emphasise the unique position of the publication 
in providing a voice for national and sub-national 
authors to share their experiences and lessons 
learnt. It featured 10 original country-generated 
articles from Bangladesh, India and Pakistan, Soma-
lia, Burundi and Myanmar, as well as additional 
articles from the Middle East and Latin America, 
which offered a new perspective on nutrition in 
these regions. Two podcasts supported this edition.

Issue 11 (January 2019): This issue included 10 
articles written by national actors, half of which 
had a focus on the SUN Movement and/or featured 
SUN Focal Points as co-authors or interviewees. 
This issue was also accompanied by a podcast 
discussion on developing a common results 
framework in Somalia with SUN Focal Point and 
government colleagues. There was also strong 
coverage of SUN nutrition networks, including 
progress and challenges in building networks in 
fragile and conflict-affected states (FCAS), and 
interviews with West African politicians involved 
in parliamentarian nutrition networks. 

ENN and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF)’s 
Regional Office for South Asia entered into a part-
nership to develop, publish and disseminate a 
special edition of Nutrition Exchange focused on 
maternal nutrition in South Asia next year.

Our online technical forum (en-net)
www.en-net.org

Established in 2009, en-net is an online technical 
forum hosted and moderated by ENN. It provides 
remote field practitioners who work in the emer-
gency food, nutrition and health sectors with rapid 
access to technical support from expert moderators. 
En-net is available in both English and French.

Over the course of the year, en-net attracted 59,757 
users, an increase from 53,056 in 2017. A total of 
326 questions and vacancies/notices were posted 
on en-net in 2018, eliciting 443 responses. English 

language en-net was accessed by people from 
205 countries/territories, and French en-net was 
accessed by people from 125 countries/territories. 

In May, a new forum area for multi-sector nutri-
tion programming was launched, and in June the 
Adolescent Nutrition area went live to coincide 
with the GAIN conference ‘Adolescents – Agents of 
Change for a Well-Nourished World’. 

A review of four of the most frequently used thematic 
areas of en-net was started by the Technical Rapid 
Response Team (TechRRT), and the findings will be 
published next year. The review has been under-
taken to help inform the development of Global 
Technical Assistance Mechanism (GTAM) which is 
currently under development by UNICEF/GNC, of 
which ENN became part in January 2019. En-net is 
one of the key resources that will link to the GTAM.

The Global Technical Assistance 
Mechanism (GTAM) 
In January 2019, we became 
the KM and monitoring part-
ner for the GTAM, co-led by 
UNICEF and World Vision 
International (WVI). The 
GTAM aims to improve 
support for countries 
facing humanitar ian 
situations to meet the 
nutrition rights and needs of people affected. 
ENN’s specific role is to monitor and document 
the development and functionality of the mech-
anism against its objectives, and to support the 
development and dissemination of specific 
knowledge products in response to the needs 
identified through the system. 

Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) – 
Knowledge Management (KM) 
www.en-net.org

In March 2015, ENN began work on a five-year 
project to support KM for the SUN Movement 
funded by the UK Department for International 
Development (DFID)’s Technical Assistance for Nutri-
tion (TAN) programme. The programme is designed 
to support countries to seize the opportunity 

presented by the favourable political environment 
that has been created for nutrition globally, and 
to maximise the benefits of membership of the 
SUN Movement. Nutrition International (formerly 
Micronutrient Initiative) and PATH (under the name 
Maximising the Quality of SUN Plus (MQSUN+)) are 
also funded under TAN, with a focus on delivering 
technical assistance support at both country and 
global levels. The fourth TAN partner is the SUN 
Movement Secretariat (SMS) based in Geneva. 
With the SUN Movement now in its second phase 
(2016–2020), TAN partners are providing technical 
and KM support to actors involved in scaling up 
nutrition with a focus on implementation.

ENN continued its KM support to the SUN Movement 
this year. ENN’s key outputs included a mapping 
report of SUN networks in our 18 FCAS focus 

countries; three detailed case studies of multi-sec-
tor nutrition programming in Ethiopia, Niger and 
Bangladesh, along with a synthesis of key findings; 
a range of articles related to scaling up nutrition 
published in Field Exchange and Nutrition Exchange; 
a number of podcasts with government actors 
and the SUN Network convenor; and a review of 
the process of technical assistance provision by 
members of the TAN partnership. Work also focused 
on broadening the knowledge base in relation to the 
humanitarian development nexus (HDN) through 
the finalisation and dissemination of a Somalia case 
study. The SUN KM team finalised a report on the 
progress and state of SUN Networks in FCAS. ENN’s 
Regional KM Specialists continued to work with their 
respective networks, providing valuable insights 
into SUN Movement progress at a country level.

Global Technical Assistance Mechanism for Nutrition

What is Global Technical Assistance Mechanism for Nutrition? A common global mechanism endorsed by over 40 Global Nutrition Cluster partners to provide systematic, predictable, timely and coordinated nutrition technical assistance in order to meet the nutrition rights and needs of people affected by emergencies. The Global Technical Assistance Mechanism for Nutrition (GTAM) is co-led by UNICEF as the Cluster Lead Agency, together with World Vision. 

What is the composition of the Global Technical Assistance Mechanism for Nutrition?
The GTAM has a core team that includes UNICEF, World Vision, the Emergency Nutrition Network, Technical Rapid Response Team, and the Global Nutrition Cluster Coordination Team (GNC-CT). The core team works with global nutrition partners and existing or new Global Thematic Working Groups (GTWG) to respond to countries’ technical needs. Examples of GTWGs with which the GTAM engages include the Infant Feeding in Emergencies (IFE) Core Group, No Wasted Lives, Cash Learning Partnership (CaLP), The Council for Research and Technical 

Advice on Acute Malnutrition (CORTISAM), Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions (SMART) Initiative, CashCap of Norwegian Refugee Council (NORCAP), etc. 

Why Global Technical Assistance Mechanism for Nutrition? In recent years, it has become clear that leadership and coordination among global partners providing technical support to countries on nutrition in emergencies is inadequate. Two recent studies confirmed this.1,2 In order to avoid duplication of efforts, limited technical coherence, delayed and inadequate response to country nutrition technical needs, the GTAM is therefore established to: • Provide coherent technical guidance • Facilitate easy access to technical resources 
• Ensure that countries receive quality technical support in a timely manner during times of crisis• Effectively meet country technical advice and guidance needs

• Promote coherence and excellence in the provision of nutrition-related technical support to countries undergoing humanitarian crises

What does the Global Technical Assistance Mechanism for Nutrition do? 
When country and regional capacities are exhausted, unresolved technical issues can be escalated to the GTAM. Depending on the issue, the GTAM will:      

Provide technical adviceProvide feedback to questions from individuals working in countries experiencing emergencies within a short timeframe, particularly where relevant normative guidance exists and is available.
Facilitate consensus driven guidanceIdentify urgent needs for interim operational guidance and facilitate the process of developing such guidance, based on consensus among experts, enabling a timely response to nutrition-related emergencies.

Provide specialized technical expertise
Support provision of specific technical expertise required by a country to deliver results for nutrition. Technical expertise support may be in the form of deployment of human resources, remote support of technical staff or capacity building.

Advice | Guidance | Expertise | Learning

What are the benefits 
of the Global Technical Assistance Mechanism for Nutrition? 

Provides a platform 
for countries to access technical resources

Reduces time NiE practitioners take to find a technical resource

Leverages and maximizes existing global, regional and country capacity 

Provides a clear & predictable process to efficiently respond to the technical needs of NiE practitioners 

Flags priority areas 
for guidance and 
knowledge generation

Promotes and 
coordinates learning 

1 Rapid Response Team Evaluation (2014) ; 2 Position of the Global Nutrition Cluster on Providing Technical Support to Country Clusters by Save the Children USA, 2015 

For more information contact: Diane E. Holland, dholland@unicef.org & Juliane Gross, juliane.gross@wveu.org

Communication 
flow from country 
to global level 
and vice-versa

Nutrition in 
Humanitarian 
contexts Technical 
Advisory Group

COMPONENTS

GLOBAL TECHNICAL MECHANISM FOR NUTRITION IN EMERGENCIES

Supporting countries in humanitarian situations to meet the nutrition rights 
and needs of people affected by emergency 

http://www.ennonline.net/nex
http://www.en-net.org
http://www.en-net.org
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Irish Aid Knowledge Management (KM) 
In 2017, ENN embarked on a new piece of work 
to support the Irish Government as a ‘learning 
partner’ in the analysis of how funding deci-
sions are made in different country contexts. The 
main objectives of this work are two-fold: first, to  
assess Ireland’s decision making mechanisms for 

nutrition support through a case study approach in 
four key partner countries; and second, to provide 
Ireland with tools to help support evidence-based 
decision making a country level. These tools 
aim to assist country advisors while undergoing 
major planning processes and during periods of 
implementation of the country plans.

The two case studies on Zambia and Mozam-
bique that were undertaken last year were final-
ised and two more case studies were under-
taken, on Malawi (September) and on Tanzania 
(November). A synthesis report from the visits 
was developed in January 2019.

Research on Food Assistance for 
Nutritional Impact (REFANI)
The REFANI project was a three-year project funded 
by DFID and co-financed via ECHO. Its aim was 
to examine the impact of food assistance (cash, 
vouchers and/or direct food transfers) on nutri-
tion outcomes. REFANI’s primary activities centred 
on three country studies where programmes were 
being implemented: Pakistan, Niger and Somalia. 
The consortium was comprised of Action Against 
Hunger, Concern Worldwide, ENN and University 
College London. This year saw the completion of 
the project with the release of the synthesis report 
and the cost effectiveness analysis. To access all 
the research that came out of this project, please 
visit www.actionagainsthunger.org/refani.

Linkages between wasting  
and stunting (WaSt)
The WaSt project was borne out of previous work 
carried out by ENN, which illustrated the divide at 
programme, policy and financing levels between 
wasting and stunting. This divide has profound 
implications for how undernourished children 
across the world receive nutrition interventions 
and services and may well contribute to the lack 
of nutritional impact seen in programmes that 
only address one part of the undernutrition prob-
lem. ENN coordinates the WaSt Technical Interest 
Group (WaSt TIG), a group of international experts 
in child growth, nutrition and epidemiology. 

A key achievement for the WaSt TIG this year was 
the number of peer-reviewed papers that were 
published. These included a paper (SMART 1) 
entitled ‘Children who are both wasted and 
stunted are also underweight and have a high 
risk of death’, published in Archives of Public Health; 
a paper (SMART 2) on improving screening for 
malnourished children at high risk of death, 
published in the journal Public Health Nutrition; 
and a third related paper on concurrent WaSt 
among under-five children in Niakhar, published 
in the journal Maternal and Child Nutrition. The 
publication of the Gambia Medical Research 
Council paper in The American Journal of Clinical 
Nutrition is expected next year.

Other key 
activities included:
• publication of a  

WaSt Policy 
Briefing Note,  
which captured the 
main implications 
coming out of 
the WaSt work 
for a broad non-
technical audience;

• a planned follow-on analysis to the above-
mentioned SMART 2 paper, replicating the 
analysis with additional mortality cohorts;

• initiation of a Viewpoint paper for submission 
to The Lancet to share the conclusions of the 
WaSt project and call for new ways of thinking 
about the undernourished child; and

• setting up a Working Group within the 
WaSt TIG to support a review of sex 
differences in WaSt.

Wasting prevention
ENN began a new piece of work for DFID via 
MQSUN+ in November 2017 to compile a summary 
of the current state of thinking on wasting preven-
tion, which was completed this year. ENN produced 
a briefing note along with a detailed summary of 
the state of the evidence of what works to prevent 
wasting and the key actors involved in this area. 
Phase Two of this work began this year and will 
identify research priorities for improving how wast-
ing is addressed. This work will conclude next year.

WaSt study
In September 2018, we were awarded an Office 
for Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) grant to 
conduct original research into the addition of a 
criteria of low weight-for-age to identify children 
in most need of treatment. This research aims to 
model and field test the combinations of indicators 
and treatment modalities that best identify chil-
dren at most risk and have (considering caseload 
implication) the most potential for widespread 
scale-up and integration with existing health 
structures and community-based management of 
acute malnutrition (CMAM) services. The majority 
of work this year has been focused on identifying 
and orientating the study team and planning for 
the study, which is due to begin next year. 

Management of at-risk  
mothers and infants (MAMI) 
ENN is the coordinating agency for the MAMI 
Special Interest Group, an informal network 
of researchers and practitioners involved in 
the care of nutritionally vulnerable infants 
under six months and their carers. ENN has led 
this technical area since 2008. 

Key successes of the MAMI project this year 
included the ENN-led update of the C-MAMI 
Tool, an important resource developed collabora-
tively by ENN, the London School of Hygiene and  
Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) and Save the Chil-
dren to help programmes manage caseload in 
the immediate term. Two peer-review papers 
were also published this year as part of a collab-
oration on Save the Children’s research on MAMI:  
Perceptions of acute malnutrition and its 
management in infants under 6 months of age: 
A qualitative study in rural Bangladesh and 

Severe malnutrition in infants aged <6 months 
– Outcomes and risk factors in Bangladesh:  
A prospective cohort study. In March, ENN 
participated in a consultation hosted by the Food 
and Nutrition Technical Assistance (FANTA) to 
update the FANTA CMAM training resource. ENN 
coordinated inputs and provided technical over-
sight both to include community-based manage-
ment of infants under six months for the first 
time and to integrate the updated C-MAMI tool 
into the revised FANTA guidance. 

ENN also conducted a 
number of other activi-
ties this year, i) engaging 
in a review of non-feed-
ing interventions for 
management of acute 
malnutrition in infants 
under six months, in 
collaboration with 
LSHTM and KEMRI–
Wellcome Trust; ii) 

producing a summary of three case studies on 
barriers to national policy guidance uptake on 
MAMI; iii) producing a review of the evidence 
base on anthropometric indicators for use in 
infants under 6 months, in collaboration with 
LSHTM and KEMRI–Wellcome Trust, and the 
Childhood Acute Illness and Nutrition Network; 
iv) continuing to coordinate a secondary data 
analysis to explore mid-upper arm circumference 
(MUAC) at birth and at age of routine vaccination 
to predict mortality in the first year of life, using a 
retrospective birth cohort study in Burkina Faso; 
and v) continuing to be a member of the Council 
of Research and Technical Advice (CORTASAM)  
of the No Wasted Lives (NWL) Initiative. 

In November, ENN began a collaboration with 
the World Health Organization (WHO) to support 
their research meeting on growth failure in infants 
under six months, which was held in January 2019. 
This meeting sought to identify critical research 
questions needed to inform policy and guidance. 
Six reviews were coordinated by ENN for pres-
entation at the meeting, and these reviews will be 
developed into a number of a papers for peer-re-
view and publication next year.

Stunting in emergencies (SiE)
ENN has been working on SiE since 2015, 
aiming to understand the extent of stunting in 
protracted crises and why it is largely ignored in 
humanitarian/emergency response.

ENN collaborated with UNICEF and hosted a webi-
nar in February 2018 aimed at disseminating the 
findings from ENN’s discussion paper ‘Stunting in 
humanitarian and protracted crises’. 

Workstream 2

Child wasting and stunting: Time to overcome the separationA Briefing Note for policy makersand programme implementers

The problem
In recent decades, the nutrition community has separated child wasting
and stunting along the humanitarian/development divide. This has resulted
in different policies, programmes, research and funding for these two
manifestations of child undernutrition. For example, programmes for
treating children who are wasted (thinner than they should be1) are funded
and managed separately from those focused on preventing children from
becoming stunted (shorter than they should be2). 
The ENN-coordinated Wasting-Stunting (WaSt) Technical Interest Group (TIG)
has found compelling scientific grounds for concluding that the current
separation is not justified and may even be detrimental (1). Greaterprogramming efficiency and effectiveness can be realised if both forms of
undernutrition are jointly tackled. This will require a radical change in how we
view, finance and intervene to reduce child wasting and stunting (figure 1).Wasting and stunting share common risk factorsA significant proportion (20-30%) of wasting and stunting originates in

utero, which highlights the importance of maternal nutrition before and
during pregnancy for the prevention of wasting and stunting3. This also
highlights the importance of considering both forms of malnutrition and
how to best address them right from birth.
It is also important to note, that the process underlying wasting and
stunting involves multiple risk factors and interactions which can change
over time for example, involving poor diet and feeding practices, as well as
episodes of infectious disease and environmental contamination. Evidence
indicates that most risk factors for a child becoming wasted or stunted
during infancy and childhood, are the same (2), but they may vary in
combination and magnitude, leading to diverging trends in different
contexts. For example, in Nepal substantial reductions in levels of child
stunting between 2001 and 2011 were not matched by reductions in
wasting (3). 

In general, therefore, there are both similar risk factors and similar windows
of opportunity during the lifecycle, i.e. from preconception through early
infancy and childhood, through which to intervene to reduce child wasting
and stunting. 

Wasting and stunting are both important in all contexts
Although the focus in humanitarian contexts is primarily on wasting,
leaving stunting mainly in the domain of development actors, wasting and
stunting are in fact usually present in both contexts (4, 5). It is well known
that a large number of wasted children live in stable contexts and it is
encouraging that policies and programmes for the treatment of wasting
wherever it exists have received increased attention over the last ten years.
However, in fragile and conflict-affected states, the focus continues to be
mainly on wasting. This is concerning, given recent ENN estimates that
roughly 45% of the global burden of stunted children live in these unstable
contexts (6). There is therefore little justification for the humanitarian/
development divide between wasting and stunting in policy and funding.
Both need to be tackled where they exist, irrespective of context. Wasting and stunting impact on each otherThere is mounting evidence that a wasted child is more likely to become

stunted and a stunted child is more likely to become wasted. We find that
periods of being wasted, or having fluctuating weight, increase the risk of
becoming stunted later (7, 8). Other research also indicates that during a
period of being treated for severe wasting, a child’s growth in height slows
down until their weight has recovered (1). These findings strongly indicate
that the body adjusts to inadequate weight gain by slowing height growth
(9); this is important as it underlines the role that preventing and treating
wasting may play in promoting height growth in children. Wasting and stunting share common consequencesThe risk of death increases as a child becomes more wasted and the same is

true of stunting (albeit with a lower level of risk). Severe wasting is usually
highlighted as carrying the highest risk of death (~12 times more likely to
die than a non-wasted or stunted child). However, severe stunting also
carries a high risk of death (five times more likely to die than a non-wasted
or stunted child). That said, greater attention is given to the impact of
stunting on brain development and economic losses in the stunting-
prevention discourse. Less well known, and highlighted by our research, is
the fact that children who are wasted and stunted at the same time(concurrently) have a multiplicative increased mortality risk (10, 11). Being
concurrently wasted and stunted3 amplifies the risk of death to levelscomparable to children with the most severe form of wasting who are
routinely treated with therapeutic protocols. This finding highlights the
limitations of traditional categories for the targeting of treatment based on
the degree of wasting alone. 

1  A child with wasting is defined as one whose weight for their height is <-2 standard 
   deviations below international growth standards. Severe wasting is below <-3 standard 
   deviations.

2  A child with stunting is defined as one whose height for their age is <-2 standard 
   deviations below international growth standards. Severe stunting is below <-3 standard
   deviations.

3  Weight-for-height <-2 standard deviations AND height-for age <-2 standard deviations 
   below international growth standards.

FIGURE 1 Wasting, stunting and the cycle of infection

Inadequate
nutrient intake

Increased nutrient
requirements &

Decreased nutrient
availability*

Increased infection

Effects on the gut
environment

Lowered immunity

Wasting Stunting

*Due to malabsorption, altered metabolism, anorexia, nutrient losses and requirements to fight infection
Adapted from: Walson, JL & Berkley, JA. The impact of malnutrition on childhood infections. Current

Opinion in Infectious Diseases: June 2018 - Volume 31 - Issue 3 - p 231–236
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admission into therapeutic care
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The webinar looked at 
the recommendations 
made and agreed a set 
of key actions needed 
at policy, programming 
and research level. There 
was good participation 
from a mixture of donors, 
the UN, academics and 
implementing partners, 
and a briefing note will be published next year.

Considerable advocacy was undertaken with the 
authors of the Global Nutrition Report (GNR) 2018 
in order to ensure inclusion of realistic estimates of 
how many stunted children are currently located in 
FCAS. As a result, revised estimates were reported. 
ENN also began work on an analysis of the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)’s standard-
ised expanded nutrition survey database of nutri-
tion surveys looking at WaSt trends.

The Humanitarian and  
Development Nexus (HDN) 
In 2017 ENN began work looking into how nutri-
tion locates within the HDN. This has been an area 
of concern in ENN’s SUN KM programme of work, 

given the lack of attention to nutrition in FCAS 
within the SUN Movement and the high levels of 
undernutrition typical of these contexts. 

ENN conducted a case 
study on Somalia this 
year to accompany the 
case study on Kenya 
that was completed in 
2017. Discussions were 
held (in Kenya, Somalia 
and remotely) with a 
wide range of stakehold-
ers, including donors, 
UN agencies, international NGOs and the federal 
Government of Somalia. It was jointly written with 
the national Nutrition Cluster Coordinator and the 
Office of the Prime Minister. It is hoped two further 
case studies will be undertaken in 2019, followed 
by a synthesis report of key findings.

Review of the evidence of impact for 
multi-sector nutrition programmes
In January 2019, ENN began a review of the  
evidence of impact for multi-sector nutrition 
programmes. This builds on the SUN KM multi-sector 

work by identifying established multi-sector nutri-
tion programmes in a cross-section of ENN target 
FCAS countries, examining the monitoring and 
evaluation (M&E) systems for these programmes 
to allow for developing a classification of these 
systems and for collating and summarising data 
and findings on outcomes and impact.

Severe acute malnutrition  
(SAM) and moderate acute 
malnutrition (MAM) mapping
In late 2018, ENN began a mapping of SAM and 
MAM programme coherence in East and West 
Africa. This is being implemented in close collabo-
ration with UNICEF, World Food Programme (WFP) 
and UNHCR’s East and West Africa Regional Offices. 
The final report will be published next year. 

Integration of SAM:  
West Africa case studies 
In December 2018, ENN began two detailed case 
studies on the integration of SAM into health 
systems in Mali and Burkina Faso. This project 
is being developed in close collaboration with 
the UNICEF team in the West and Central Africa 
Regional Office, and will conclude next year.

Workstream 3

Infant Feeding in Emergencies (IFE)
Since 1999, ENN has been an active member of the 
IFE Core Group, an expert advocacy and resource 
group on infant and young child feeding (IYCF) 
in emergencies. ENN has been the coordinating 
agency and institutional ‘home’ of the IFE Core 
Group since 2004. The group’s work to date has 
centred on the development of policy guidance and 
capacity building tools, capturing and learning from 
what happens in emergency responses regarding 
IYCF and promoting policy and practice change in 
the context of preparedness and response.

Following last year’s revision of the Operational 
Guidance on IFE, led by ENN and UNICEF, ENN focused 
activities this year on dissemination and uptake. 
The guidance was translated into French and Arabic, 
with Kiswahili, Portuguese, Hindi and Bangla in the 
pipeline, and Core Group members took the lead on 
translations into Spanish, Italian, Russian and Chinese. 
A joint statement on IFE, a media guide and an inter-
nal communications guide were also completed.

ENN, representing the IFE Core Group, collaborated 
with WHO, UN agencies, NGOs and civil society 
organisations to develop content for an IYCF Resolu-
tion, included in the World Health Assembly (WHA). 
A lesson-learning from the resolution development 
and process will take place next year. ENN was also 
able to collaborate with the SUN Movement Secre-
tariat as part of an SMS-hosted nutrition hub for 
WHA week; to participate as an external expert on a 
WHO consultation to develop guidelines on breast-
feeding counselling, providing a follow-up review 
to finalise the guidance; and to become accepted 
as a partner in the WHO-led NetCode.

Adolescent nutrition
Since 2017, ENN has assumed the coordination 
role for an interest group of researchers, academ-
ics and practitioners to capitalise on the upsurge 
of interest currently surrounding adolescent nutri-
tion. The aim of this group is to identify emerging 
research and operational experiences, to dissemi-
nate existing data with potential for analysis from 
an adolescent nutrition perspective, and to help 

‘bridge’ the disciplines of health and nutrition by 
facilitating discussion and learning.

The adolescent interest group met regularly this 
year to discuss progress and opportunities. ENN 
published the meeting report from the 2017 meet-
ing, along with the supporting synthesis paper. 

Other key activities for ENN included establish-
ing a new thematic area for adolescent nutrition 
on the en-net discussion forum; being invited to 
attend the WHO/GAIN-hosted ‘expert consultation’ 
on ‘Adolescents; Agents of Change’ in Geneva in 
June; becoming a signatory to the Strengthening 
Partnerships, Results, and Innovations in Nutrition 
Globally’s ‘Adolescent Nutrition, A Call to Action’; 
and sourcing and coordinating inputs to the 2018 
GNR section on adolescent nutrition via the group.
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Prepared for the Adolescent Interest GroupMeeting, held on 12th December 2017Prepared by Anne Bush (ENN consultant) and Emily Mates (ENN Technical Director)
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A case study of nutrition resilience

building in Somalia

Jeremy Shoham and Carmel Dolan are ENN Technical Directors;

Dr Farah, SUN Focal Point, Office of the Prime Minister, Somalia;

Mohammed A Hassan, Office of the Prime Minister, Somalia;

Samson Dessie, Nutrition Cluster Coordinator, Somalia.

Leadership, influencing and 
governance within the sector
ENN actively engages in global fora to influence 
and provide leadership within the nutrition sector 
on technical developments, governance and strat-
egy and to inform donor thinking and behaviours. 
Senior technical staff attend strategic meetings on 
nutrition and engage with academic and research 
groups and global nutrition entities.

The Council of Research and Technical Advice 
(CORTASAM) 
ENN is a member of the CORTASAM of the NWL 
initiative, as well as a member of the CORTASAM 
sub-group to review research plans and results 
emerging from West Africa. This year, ENN co-au-
thored two papers: one on relapse from SAM treat-
ment, and one on community-based use of MUAC. 
ENN also attended the CORTASAM meeting in New 
York, at which key emerging research on expanded 
protocols for acute malnutrition management 
(the COMPAS trial) was presented.

The Global Nutrition Cluster (GNC) 
ENN’s assigned Technical Director stepped down 
from a two-year role as a member of the GNC 
Strategic Advisory Group (SAG) in April. As part 
of the process, ENN helped plan and facilitate 
the GNC Working Meeting held in March in New 
York and attended a one-day pre-SAG meeting 
to formally hand over to the new SAG members. 
Additionally, ENN provided KM support to the GNC 
annual meeting in Jordan in October, as well as to a 
special side event on Yemen and Sudan. ENN also 
represented the IFE Core Group at this meeting, 
supporting, chairing and facilitating the meeting 
across all four days. ENN will remain an active, 
non-advisory core GNC member and will continue 
to attend the GNC annual meetings.

https://www.ennonline.net/attachments/3050/HDN-Report_Somalia.pdf
https://www.ennonline.net/attachments/3050/HDN-Report_Somalia.pdf
https://www.ennonline.net/attachments/3050/HDN-Report_Somalia.pdf
https://www.ennonline.net/attachments/2795/Adolescent-Meeting-Report_FINAL_SHARE.pdf
https://www.ennonline.net/attachments/2793/Adolescent-Synthesis-Report.pdf


The Independent Expert Group (IEG)  
for the Global Nutrition Report (GNR)
In March 2018, one of ENN’s Technical Directors was 
appointed to the IEG of the GNR. ENN was involved 
in the drafting of content and the finalisation of 
sections of the 2018 report on crisis contexts and 
on WaSt, as well as in the visioning for the GNR 2019.

Attendance at major meetings
As part of our leadership role, ENN regularly hosts 
and attends national and international strategic 
meetings on nutrition. Highlights this year included:

•  presenting at and facilitation of a consultation 
in Washington DC to update the FANTA  
CMAM training resource; 

•  attendance (at the request of Irish Aid) 
at a White Paper consultation meeting in 
Limerick in May to ensure nutrition was well 
represented in the discussion of Ireland’s 
future international development policy;

•  attendance at the University College  
Cork Conference on ‘Global Hunger Today: 
Contemporary Food Security Challenges  
and Solutions’ in May;

•  attendance at the GAIN conference 
‘Adolescents – Agents of Change for a  
Well-Nourished World’ in Geneva; and 

•  participation in a UNICEF-hosted meeting 
in New York in November, with in-depth 
discussions on the policy and programming 
debates regarding severe wasting in Asia.

Staff and  
Associates
ENN’s staff is made up of a range of technical 
experts in nutrition, with decades of collective 
experience, and a highly effective team of 
operations staff. In 2018/19, ENN’s Management 
Team comprised of three Technical Directors and 
two Co-Directors. As well as 13 staff, split across 
a technical and operational team, we engaged 
several experienced specialist consultants and 
key technical associates on our projects.

Trustees
Jeremy Shoham and Marie McGrath. 

Bruce Laurence is a Consultant in Public Health 
in Derbyshire, UK. Previously he was the Medical 
Director of the UK-based NGO, Merlin, and has 
also worked with Oxfam and MSF. 

Nigel Milway was a Senior Executive with British 
Telecom for over 14 years and is now director of 
his own leadership and coaching consultancy. 

Victoria Lack is a Lecturer in Public Health and 
Primary Care at City, University of London, and 
spent years working in the field with ACF. 

Anna Taylor is Executive Director of 
the Food Foundation, with many years 
of experience working in international 
nutrition and an OBE for her work to address 
the global burden of undernutrition 
(commenced as Trustee in July 2015). 

Auditors
Richardsons, 30 Upper High Street,  
Thame, Oxfordshire, OX9 3EZ
T: 01844 261155 
https://www.richardsons-group.co.uk

ENN, 32 Leopold Street,  
Oxford, OX4 1TW
T: +44 (0)1865 324996 
E: office@ennonline.net
The Emergency Nutrition Network is a company 
limited by guarantee and not having a 
share capital. Registered address:  
32 Leopold Street, Oxford, OX4 1TW, UK  
Registered company no. 4889844 
Registered charity no. 1115156

Supporting agencies in 2018/19
• Department for International 

Development (DFID)

• Irish Aid

• Office of US Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA)

• PATH

• World Health Organisation (WHO)

• UNICEF

• Eleanor Crook Foundation (ECF)

• UNHCR

• World Food Programme (WFP) 

• Save the Children International

• GOAL

• Concern Worldwide

• World Vision International (WVI)

• JSI 

Under the Leadership workstream, ENN also 
contributed to an Evidence Aid/COCHRANE colla-
tion of systematically reviewed evidence on the 
prevention and treatment of acute malnutrition.
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ENN collects a range of information to monitor 
progress against the results framework that 
accompanies our five-year strategy (2016–2020). 
All projects and programmes collect a common 
set of indicators on a monthly basis from a range 
of sources that feed into ENN’s internal M&E, as 
well as donor reporting. This year, ENN conducted 
a number of activities as part of a mid-term review 
of our five-year strategic period. These activi-
ties included conducting a review of the results 
framework; a ‘citation survey’ to analyse the number 
of times selected articles, ENN published papers 
and peer-reviewed papers were cited in other 
publications; an online ‘user survey’ on ENN’s core 
KM products; a small series of ‘in-depth interviews’ 
to add depth to the online survey; and the update 
of a ‘feedback log’ of all unsolicited feedback that 
we received over the year.

Finance and 
Management
Net income for the year decreased by £1,816 
to £1,329,653 (2018: £1,331,469). These figures 
are following non-cash movements, including 
accrued donor income. The total reserves balance 
(Restricted and Unrestricted) at financial year end 
is £360,582 (2018: £208,697). The cash balance at 
the end amounted to £132,189 (2018: £171,801). 
Management took the decision to utilise ENN cash 
reserves at certain points in this reporting period 
while awaiting receipt of donor incomes. 

DFID was the most significant donor with their 
grant of £468,810, followed by OFDA (USAID) 
with £224,369. Irish Aid funded £196,040 in the 
year to support a total of nine projects and their 
support costs. Another major grant contribution 
was received from Action Against Hunger USA. 
ENN also received financial support from vari-
ous international NGOs and UN agencies, which 
provided recurrent annual funding to support Field 
Exchange in particular. Although competition for 
grant funding continues to provide challenges, 
the relationship with stakeholders remains strong 
and discussions relating to both recurrent funding  
and future grant funding remains positive.

ENN income and expenditure 
statement for the year to 
31st January 2019

Monitoring
and Evaluation

Income GBP
OFDA 157,569
DFID 631,172
Irish Aid 305,900
PATH 93,320
WHO 53,246
UNICEF 49,686
Eleanor Crook Foundation (ECF) 8,248
UNHCR 7,800
WFP 5,892
Save the Children International 4,880
GOAL 4,284
Concern Worldwide 2,545
Other donors 2,288
WVI 1,823
Other 1,000
Total Income 1,329,653

Expenditure GBP

Support costs
Staff costs 112,372
Operating lease charges 49,654
Exchange rate losses 7
Consultancy fees
Travel and subsistence 3,147
Office costs 28,642
Total 193,822

Governance costs
Staff costs
Audit fees 7,440
Legal and professional 2,261
Consultancy fees
Total 9,701

Charitable activities
Staff costs 543,281
Consultancy fees 313,493
Travel and subsistence 43,397
Other charitable expenditure 25,105
Total 925,276

Total Expenditure 1,128,799


