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INTRODUCTION

UNICEF’s Vision
A world where all 
children, adolescents 
and women realize 
their right to nutrition.

Guided by the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, which recognizes that adequate 
nutrition is the right of every child.



Child Malnutrition Today



Goal 2020-2030 

UNICEF’s Goal
To protect and promote diets, 
services and practices that 
support optimal nutrition, 
growth and development for 
all children, adolescents and 
women

Supports the goal of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development to ensure children’s access to nutritious 
diets and to end child malnutrition in all its forms.



Objectives 2020-2030

Universal premise of UNICEF Nutrition Programmes: 
Prevention comes first, in all contexts. If prevention fails, treatment is a must 

OBJECTIVE 1
To prevent 
undernutrition, 
micronutrient 
deficiencies and 
overweight in early 
childhood
(first 5 years of life).

OBJECTIVE 2
To prevent 
undernutrition, 
micronutrient 
deficiencies and 
overweight in middle 
childhood and 
adolescence 
(5–18 years of age).

OBJECTIVE 3
To prevent 
undernutrition, 
micronutrient 
deficiencies and 
overweight in women–
and prevent low 
birthweight in 
newborns.

OBJECTIVE 4
To ensure the early 
detection and 
treatment of wasting 
and other forms of 
life-threatening 
malnutrition in early 
childhood.

Prevention Treatment



UNICEF COMMITMENT – No Time to Waste, UNICEF will 
support over 30 countries across Africa, Asia and the Americas to reach 
at least 100 million children with services for the prevention, early 
detection and treatment of child wasting, including at least 9 million 
children receiving timely therapeutic treatment annually by 2025.

No Time To Waste • Importance of a lifecycle approach in 
prevention 

• Identifies age as a risk factor for wasting –
the younger the more vulnerable 

• Importance of early identification and early 
intervention through facility-and 

community-based approaches, as part of a 
continuum of nutrition, care and support 

for children
• Explicit ref to the MAMI Care pathway as an 

appropriate strategy  
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INTRODUCTION

Thank you!

Nutrition, for Every 
Child: UNICEF 
Nutrition Strategy 2020-2030



9
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SMART AMBITIOUS COMMITMENTS 
FOR INVESTMENTS IN MAMI AT 

N4G…



ASK 1: Make the needs of small and nutritionally at-risk infants u6m 
and mothers visible 

HOW?
• Strengthen and develop national data collection systems to include 

standardized indicators on the nutrition status and coverage of 
interventions for small and nutritionally at-risk infants under six 
months and their mothers

• Include infants under 6 months in national and sub-national 
prevalence surveys and report the findings

• Disaggregate research and programme data to report on 0-6 months 
age-group

• Document challenges in access of mothers and infants to care

MAMI sensitive commitments for N4G (1)
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ASK 2: Undertake fair and ethical research that addresses national and 
international evidence gaps priorities 

HOW?
 Cross-check research gaps in relevant national & international research agendas 

and prioritizations (for example, a CHNRI research prioritization on MAMI was 
published in 2015). 

 Consult with MOH in research countries from concept stage
 Funders establish clear partnership criteria and benchmarks in accordance with 

latest principles and guidance when soliciting and appraising research 
 Build in a formative phase of research to facilitate true partnership development 

and co-creation
 Include process evaluations in research trials to investigate mechanisms of action  
 Monitor and evaluate programmes and report on infant and maternal outcomes

MAMI sensitive commitments for N4G (2) 
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ASK 3: Show and tell your innovations, experiences and actions
HOW?
Publish research in pre-print and open access journals
Document and share implementation experiences, such as through 
ENNs publication, Field Exchange
Actively participate in the MAMI Global Network, including our 
implementers working group
Consider forming a MAMI Country Chapter to strengthen national 
and sub-national learning exchange with the MAMI Global Network

ASK 4:  Be accountable for our actions and inaction
HOW?
Establish targets for MAMI in national and global tracking and 
accountability mechanisms

MAMI sensitive commitments for N4G (3) 


