
Field Exchange Special Series on Complementary Feeding in Emergencies, May 2022 

Call for Content 
 

Setting the scene 

The complementary feeding (CF) period (6-23 months) is a critical period in a child’s life and ensuring 
an appropriate diet is important to prevent malnutrition. This is especially pertinent during 
emergencies when infant and young child feeding (IYCF) may be jeopardised. Support for families with 
children 6-23 months should therefore be prioritised, particularly during emergencies, to ensure 
access to appropriate complementary foods, promote positive feeding practices and facilitate optimal 
growth and development.  
 
The Infant and Young Child Feeding in Emergencies (IFE) Core Group provides recommendations for 
interventions targeting complementary feeding in emergencies (CFE). In a review of CFE conducted by 
the IFE Core Group in 2019, a gap was identified in how to best support the diets of young children in 
emergencies. In early 2020, UNICEF launched its ‘Programming Guidance for Improving Young 
Children’s Diets During the Complementary Feeding Period’, which provides an Action Framework to 
improve the diets of children 6-23 months of age1 and can be used to examine the interventions and 
actions implemented in emergencies. 

To build on this effort, in 2022 ENN and UNICEF will partner to develop a Field Exchange (FEX) special 
series on CFE. The stories in FEX aim to add to the evidence base, building on the case studies 
developed by the IFE Core Group. The aim is to capture and share field experiences and perspectives 
to inform the ‘how-to’ of CFE programming in multiple contexts and to build on the gaps identified in 
the CFE review. We anticipate that this will capture key learnings, while also catalysing an ongoing 
initiative of dedicated, curated lesson capture on CFE. 

 

Call for content now open  

We are issuing an open call for content on complementary feeding in emergencies for this Special 
Series, with some articles to be published online and some to be featured in Field Exchange issue 68. 
We have a particular interest in content around the following six gaps identified by the IFE Core Group 
review:  

1) Gaps in coordination and leadership related to improving the diets of infants and young children 
6-23 months  

2) Lack of capacity for assessment of the needs, drivers and enablers related to the diets of infants 
and young children 6-23 months.  

3) Lack of funding to support strengthening of complementary feeding practices  
4) Challenges with providing commodities and supplies to meet the needs of children 6-23 months 
5) Lack of CFE-specific preparedness plans 
6) Perceived gaps in CFE programming capacity 

We are seeking submissions that provide practical practitioner experiences and learnings from 
humanitarian and development contexts, either in the form of field articles, views pieces, research 

 
1 The Action Framework is presented in the Programme Guidance for Improving Young Children’s Diets during the Complementary Feeding 
Period (UNICEF, 2020). 



articles, or programme evaluations. The following topics would be of particular interest to help fill 
knowledge gaps:  

- How experience from programming contexts can influence CFE. 
- How preparedness actions can contribute to effective CFE responses. 
- Any experiences relating to the following specific programming aspects of CFE interventions: 

 Counselling and education on responsive feeding and stimulation (delivered via the 
health system) 

 Use of vitamin and mineral supplements in settings where nutrient-poor diets prevail 
(delivered via the health system) 

 Access to fortified foods as needed, aligned with global and national standards 
(delivered via the food system) 

 Promoting improved accessibility and use of safe complementary food, water and 
clean household environment (delivered via water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
systems) 

 Access to affordable and nutritious foods through social protection programmes, cash-
based interventions and/or counselling services 

For content related to specific programming aspects of CFE interventions, we ask that authors 
specifically describe the context, plans and activities regarding coordination and leadership, 
assessment, funding, supplies, preparedness plans, and programming capacity. We are particularly 
interested in examining the coordination in the specific context, exploring any monitoring and 
evaluation data (if available), as well as touching upon areas which were particularly innovative or 
challenging. 

We are looking for content that features experiences from a variety of emergency, fragile and conflict-
affected contexts and high burden settings, with a view to identifying operational lessons applicable to 
CFE.  

We wish to solicit content from multiple partners working on CFE, including practitioners, researchers, 
policymakers, and government officials. 

 

Submission process  

If you wish to submit an article for publication in the special series, please send a short abstract of 
your proposed article (maximum 400 words) that provides an outline and specifically explains how it 
will address any of the themes outlined above. This can either be in full paragraphs or in bullet point 
format if easier. Please also send any supporting reports or publications, if available, as well as any 
qualitative or quantitative data related to the project. 

We also invite the sharing of relevant news and events, such as conferences, meetings or research 
proposals, to highlight in the edition.   

Submissions will be reviewed by the FEX editorial team and the steering committee for this special 
series and you will be notified on a decision within four weeks of submission. Once accepted, our 
skilled Field Exchange team will work with identified authors to develop and edit articles.  

Please send submissions to fex@ennonline.net   

 

Deadline for submission ideas:  

We will review submissions on an ongoing basis if they are received before 24th August 2022. 



For further information please see our ‘how to write for FEX guide’ www.ennonline.net/fex/writeforus    

About Field Exchange  

Field Exchange is an established technical publication produced three times per year by Emergency 
Nutrition Network (ENN). Annual special editions complement routine online and print editions. 
Topics of previous special issues include wasting in South Asia (Issue 63); the continuum of care for 
acute malnutrition (Issue 60); experiences of nutrition country cluster coordination (Issue 56); the 
nutrition response to the Syria crisis (Issue 48); the nutrition of adolescents (Issue 66).  

www.ennonline.net/fex  


