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Asia News SRI LANKA Bishop to hand out baby
formula to hungry children of Jaffna sri lanka jaffna
peninsula food crisis baby formula 500 packs tamil
tiger rebels government In view of a humanitarian

crisis in the north, an NGO from Negombo ships 500
packs of baby formula to the bishop of Jaffna who will
hand them out to the needy. Street protests take place

against the government's indifference towards the
plight of the Tamil population.
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SRI LANKA
Bishop to hand out baby formula to hungry children of Jaffna
by Col Memara
In view of a humanitarian crisis in the north, an NGO from
Negombo ships 500 packs of baby formula to the bishop of
Jaffna who will hand them out to the needy. Street protests take
place against the government's indifference towards the plight of
the Tamil population.

Colombo (AsiaNews) – A non
governmental organisation based in
Negombo, north of the Sri Lankan
capital of Colombo, launched a plan on
November 8 to supply baby formula to

the children of Jaffna, northern Sri Lanka, where a humanitarian
crisis has been worsening over the last few months.
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crisis has been worsening over the last few months.

Responding to an appeal made by the local bishop, who
denounced the lack of food supplies reaching the north, the
'Negombo People's Collective for a Political Solution' sent 500
packs of baby food by mail to the bishop's residence.

Fr Terrence Fernando, a leading member of the collective, told
AsiaNews that "it is exactly three months since A-9 highway was
closed. We took this initiative to bring some normalcy back into
the lives of the people of the area".

The A-9 is the major road that links Jaffna peninsula to the rest
of the country and is the only one that can be used by heavy
duty lorries. Since the government shut it down following
escalating clashed between Tamil Tiger rebels and security
forces, residents have had to endure shortages of food, fuel and
medicine.

"The bishop himself, Mgr Thomas Savundaranayagam will hand
out the aid to the needy," Father Fernando said.

But the mobilisation of Negombo People's Collective for a
Political Solution does not stop there. It is pressing the
government to find a solution to the crisis in the north. On
November 8 a silent protest was held in front Colombo's main
postal office that involved about 175 people, priests and nuns
included. They wore bandanas that said "STOP STARVATION"
in Sinhalese and English.

On October 25 Mgr Savundaranayagam sent a telegram to Sri
Lankan President Mahinda Rajapakse urgently appealing to him
to reopen A-9 Highway or find alternative ways to deliver food
and drugs to the population.

The government however has claimed that emergency supplies
sent to Jaffna by the sea route are sufficient to satisfy the
primary needs of the residents and has denied there is any crisis.
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Ratzinger-Benedict XVI
by Franco Pisano

“Product of a long
inner journey,” the
Pope’s book is not a
magisterial

document. It does however
focus on the “historical Jesus”
based on the Gospels, one that
transcends those readings of
the Jesus Story that reduce
him to the status of a
revolutionary or a mystic.
First in a two-volume inquiry,
the book looks at the life of
Christ on earth and is
designed to “favour the
development of an intense
relationship between the
reader and Him.”
ISLAM
Multiculturalism and Islam;
civil unions and
homosexuality
by Samir Khalil Samir, sj

Islam has always
been merciless on
homosexual

relations. Yet there is silence
in Italy among Muslims on
civil unions and
homosexuality. There is a
kind of manipulation of Islam
on the part of liberal
progressivism. If Europe and
America want to change the
concept of “family”, they
must take account of universal
religious traditions. The
second in a series of articles
on multiculturalism.
VATICAN
Pope: Europe’s apostasy,
cynicism and compromises

Fifty years after the
signing of the
Treaties of Rome,

Benedict XVI turns to the
present and the future of
Europe, a continent that has
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Jaffna Church trusts government; not so the Tigers
by Col Memara

Europe, a continent that has
come a long way, but one that
is committing suicide from the
point of view of demographics
and ideals. Once a spark of
universal values Europe now
hails compromises and
cynicism, stifling Christian
voices. Hence, today all
Christians must work together
to build a new Europe.
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